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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

1 . The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: 

• Page 2, line 1 1 , change “can bend the drive piece” to read, “can adjust the 
drive piece”. 

• Page 3, line 23, change “a description will be described” to read, “a 
description will be provided”. 

• Page 4, line 9, item 124 is referred to as “a C-shaped gripping plate”. 
However Fig. 1 shows item 124 to be a closed ring. 

Appropriate correction is required. 



Claim Rejections -35 U SC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Hsien 
2003/0188608. 

Hsien discloses a socket wrench for ratchet wheel sockets, comprising: a handle (20) 
having a recess at a first terminal thereof, an empty space between a pair of ear portion 
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defining the recess, each of the ear portions being provided with an axial hole, a drive 
piece for retaining a ratchet wheel on which a ratchet wheel socket can be mounted, the 
recess of the handle being capable of receiving a pivotal portion of the drive piece, and 
a retaining pin for connecting the handle and the drive piece by being inserted through 
the axial holes of the ear portions and the pivotal portion of the drive piece, whereby the 
drive piece can be folded about the retaining pin to change the angular position of the 
drive piece with respect to the handle; the drive piece has a lock means for switching 
the rotational direction of the ratchet wheel of the drive piece; as evidenced by the 
indication ((a circle with a diametrical slot thereon) on the side of the head of Fig. 6 and 
as evidenced by Fig. 6 of Hsieh 6,341,543); the retaining pin (31) is provided with a 
plurality of elongated longitudinal jogs for providing a frictional effect on the drive piece 
so that the selected angular position can be maintained; and the handle further includes 
a second drive piece at a second terminal thereof (Fig. 6). 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

5. Claims 1 and 2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Parke 4,643,632. 

Parke discloses a wrench having: a handle having a recess at a first terminal thereof, an 
empty space between a pair of ear portion defining the recess, each of the ear portions 
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being provided with an axial hole, a drive piece for retaining a ratchet wheel on which a 
ratchet wheel socket can be mounted, the recess of the handle being capable of 
receiving a pivotal portion of the drive piece, and a retaining pin for connecting the 
handle and the drive piece by being inserted through the axial holes of the ear portions 
and the pivotal portion of the drive piece, whereby the drive piece can be folded about 
the retaining pin to change the angular position of the drive piece with respect to the 
handle; and the drive piece has a lock means for switching the rotational direction of the 
ratchet wheel of the drive piece (Fig. 1). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claim 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hsien in 
view of Hsieh 6,341 ,543. 

Hsien is described above. Hsien does not specifically disclose that the drive piece has 
a lock means for switching the rotational direction of the ratchet wheel. Hsieh discloses 
a ratchet wrench having a lock means for switching the rotational direction or the ratchet 
wheel so as to engage and disengage screw members. It would have been obvious to 
one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have made the 
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wrench of Hsien to have a lock means for switching the rotational direction of the ratchet 
wheel as taught by Hsieh so as to engage and disengage screw members. 

8. Claims 3 and 4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Parke in view of Hsien. 

Park is described above. Referring to claim 3, Park does not specifically disclose the 
retaining pin having a plurality of elongated longitudinal jogs. Hsien discloses a 
retaining pin having elongated longitudinal jogs so as to frictionally engage, and thus 
lock the head of the wrench. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to have made the pin of Parke’s wrench to 
have a plurality of elongated longitudinal jogs as taught by Hsein so as to frictionally 
engage, and thus lock the head of the wrench. 

Referring to claim 4, Parke does not specifically disclose the handle having a second 
drive piece at a second terminal thereof. Hsein discloses a wrench having a second 
terminal so as to enhance the versatility of the wrench. It would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have made the 
wrench of Parke to have a second terminal so as to enhance the versatility thereof. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Alvin J. Grant whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4484. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 8:00-4:30. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’s 
supervisor, Joseph J. Hail can be reached on (571) 272-4485. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Alvin J Grant 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 3723 
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